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34th IATSS Forum Began!

The 34th IATSS Forum has begun,
having invited 14 participants from 8
Southeast Asian countries (Cambodia,
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam). This
time, the ratio of male to female partici-
pants is 2 to 5, and their occupations are
diverse from the Public and Private sec-
tors; such as a government employee
from a Ministry of Commerce; academ-
ics, an assistant professor at an univer-
sity; a manager from a private company,
and an NGO worker.

At the Opening Ceremony on Sep-
tember 13th, representatives from the
embassies of 8 countries attended. Par-
ticipants received encouragement from
their respective attendees, and they were
inspired to make the most of their golden
opportunity during the next 55 days.

On the following day, participants
joined the Team Building Camp for 4
days and 3 nights, held in Hamajima,

On July 29th and 30th, we held an
IATSS Forum Program Committee
Meeting in order to decide the program
contents for next year. Based on the
program the IATSS Forum Suzuka se-
cretariat had set up, the Program Com-
mittee Members provided us with vari-
ous comments and advice. We con-
firmed our provision of a forum program
in which participants will develop an

which is located in
Southern Mie-
prefecture. It is rich in
nature and surrounded
by mountains and the
sea. Participants ex-
changed opinions in a
spacious environment.

In Team Building
Camp, the participants
enhanced mutual un- §
derstanding and set a
common goal for their
55-day-stay in Japan:
“Experiencing Japan and ASEAN: To-
wards personal and national develop-
ment.”

Half of the programs have been com-
pleted already, and each participant is
actively participating in a series of
seminars, Group Study, exchange
events, and so on.

Likewise, we held “Cultural Ex-
change Day” on Sunday, October 15th,
which was one of the biggest events of
the program. All the participants played
a positive role.

For the first time, we received the
support of every embassy, therefore, the
participants themselves received posters
and brochures for their cultural intro-
ductions from their embassies. It turned
out to be a fruitful and enjoyable occa-
sion, not only for the Japanese, but also
for participants, as it deepened their un-

Participants in their traditional costumes

derstanding of each other and each
others’ countries. (Please refer to P.3)

Until the Completion Ceremony on
November 1st, we hope that the partici-
pants will immerse themselves in the full
scope of knowledge of Southeast Asia
and Japan. We also hope that they will
take these assets back with them to their
home country.

appreciation of Japanese history. Like-
wise, we wanted to promote an active
concern in Japan’s future, based on our

motto, “Thinking and Learning To-
gether.”
In addition, we are planning to

strengthen the exchange activities with
local communities, which will enable us
to deepen mutual understanding between
the peoples of Southeast Asia and Japan.
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